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A Clash:  Goering versus Papen
By reason of its unusual composition the new Reichstag
could neither live nor die, and least of all could it work
reasonably. Hardly ten per cent of the six hundred and
eight deputies were with Papen, and thus there was no
question of a Government majority. Yet for a while the
individual parties did not dare to move a vote of no con-
fidence against Papen : there was the danger that Papen,
or Hindenburg, would dissolve the Reichstag and order fresh
elections. These elections were so expensive, and in July
had already cost so much blood, that all parties fought shy
of a dissolution.
The German Constitution laid it down that the President
could at any time sign a decree pronouncing the dissolution
of the Reichstag on the proposal of the Chancellor. The
Government had only to lay this decree before the President
of the Reichstag for the act of dissolution to be practically
complete.
Herr von Papen, who was prudence personified where his
own safety was concerned, had obtained such a decree in
the early days of September. He had arranged through
Meissner, the Secretary of State, to get it signed by Hinden-
burg, but it was undated. He could thus steal a march
on any fighting vote against the Government.
At the meeting of the Reichstag on isth September the
Communists surprisingly enough put the motion of no
confidence in the Government. A division was to decide
whether or no Papen should remain in office.
Withjiis usual slovenliness Papen, on this day of all days,
had left Hindenburg's dissolution decree in his office.
According to an old-established tradition this document had
to be locked up in a special red brief-case. When the wily
Communists discovered that Papen had appeared without
his red brief-case, they produced with malicious glee the
motion which was to overthrow him.
Papen turned pale when he became aware of his over-
sight, and immediately dispatched his secretary to fetch
the missing case.